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COUNTRY STRATEGY 

 
OPERATIONS 
 

  
Project  

Duration 

Planned 

number of 

people 

Total  

requirements  

(in USD) 

Total  

received  

(in USD) 

Total 

Funded 

(%) 

6 Months  

Net Funding 

Requirements 

(in USD)* 

Top 5 Donors 

DEV 200295: 

Transitioning Towards a 

Nationally-Owned School 

Feeding and Health 

Programme in Sao Tome 

and Principe (2012-

2016) 

2012-2016 15,741 5,286,436 2,563,222 48% 

                                    

1,964,163  

 

Multilateral, 

Australia, 

Brazil, Sao 

Tome and 

Principe. 

*July-December 2015 

 

Summary of WFP assistance:  

WFP focuses on providing children with school meals and supporting the Government with 

capacity development activities. The objective is for the government to acquire sufficient capacity 

to manage a national school feeding programme by gradually transferring responsibility for 

providing a daily hot meal to schoolchildren from the WFP school feeding programme to the 

government. 

During this gradual transfer, WFP continues to provide technical assistance to the Coordination 

Unit of the National School Feeding and Health Programme (PNASE) and the government. 

In line with the Millennium Development Goals (MDG) 2 and 3 and the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF) 2012-2016, WFP continued to support the 

government's efforts to increase the access to basic education through food and nutrition 

assistance as well as food security analysis tools such as the Comprehensive Food Security and 

Vulnerability Analysis (CFSVA) and to improve the gender balance among men and women. 

Additionally, WFP is working together with UNICEF to improve the hygiene and sanitation at 

schools and kindergartens and with the government to integrate nutrition aspects in the national 

nutrition policy and strategies to support people living with HIV (MDG 6). 

 
 

  

 

WFP’s focus is on the transition to the government 
project through a gradual phase-out of WFP 
assistance, while continuing to provide school meals to 
children in kindergartens and basic schools (grades 1-
6) and capacity development activities in the education 
sector.  
 
WFP is planning to reach 15,741 school children during 
this period.  
 
WFP has been present in Sao Tome and Principe since 
1976.  

http://www.wfp.org/countries/s%C3%A3o-tom%C3%A9-and-principe
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OPERATIONAL HIGHLIGHTS  

 
 
PARTNERSHIPS  
The Ministry of Education remains the main cooperating partner for WFP. In addition, WFP is working with 
four National NGOs (Marapa, Zatona-Adil, Amigos da Sara and ALISEI), and two international NGOs, Instituto 
de Estudios del Hambre (IEH) and CETMAR; with the aim of improving the nutritional quality of the school 
meals with the purchase of fish from local fishermen. This makes the school feeding project even more 
sustainable and also involves a variety of partners. 
WFP continues the partnership with UNICEF in a joint programme on water, sanitation and hygiene (WASH) 
at schools covered by the school meals.  

 

COUNTRY BACKGROUND  

Sao Tome and Principe ranks 144 out of 187 countries in 
the 2014 Human Development Report. The Second 
National Strategy for Poverty Reduction 2012-2016 
revealed that 66 percent of the country's population, 
more than 160,000 people, is living in absolute poverty 
- 12 percent of whom live in extreme poverty with limited 
access to education, health facilities, drinking water or 
basic sanitation. The poverty threshold is estimated at 
USD 611 per year, the equivalent of USD 1.70 per person 
per day. 
Sao Tome and Principe continues to experience financial 
and socio-economic difficulties despite its 2011 gross 
domestic product (GDP) of USD 1,864 per capita. The 
country is prone to natural disasters such as floods and 
landslides, which negatively affect crops and road access 
as well as destroy houses and household assets.  
One out of eight children dies before the age of 5 and life 
expectancy is 65 years. Data from the last Demographic 
and Sanitation Survey (2008-2009) revealed that the 
chronic malnutrition rate among children under 5 is 29 
percent, while the global acute malnutrition (GAM) rate is 10 percent, both considered "serious" levels of 
malnutrition according to WHO. 
The education system does not have universal coverage. The combined gross enrolment rate for primary 
and secondary school is only 68 percent. The country is highly dependent on imports and no cereals are 
produced locally. The economy is almost entirely based on a single cash crop, cacao, but its annual output 
has decreased sharply in recent years. Food availability and market stability, especially at the peak of the 
rainy season, are unpredictable due to limited infrastructure for food imports such as a short airstrip and 
the lack of a deep-sea port. Fishing activities are also limited due to the lack of adequate resources, 
navigation and communication equipment. Consequently, the country suffers frequent stock shortages, 
particularly for cereals. 

ACHIEVEMENTS ISSUES/CHALLENGES 

 

 The handover process continues and the action plan that was 

approved between WFP and PNASE is ongoing. 

 The WFP Regional Programme Adviser on School Feeding, 

visited the country and recommended (1) increase the 

knowledge of the law on school feeding approved from the 

National Assembly in 2011 (used as a policy); (2) advocate 

that the law be translated into an operational strategy 

together with the Government and other external supporters 

to increase allocation in the national budget for the education 

sector; and (3) to amend the transition plan related to 

procurement activities. 

 WFP carries out activities in the country’s most food insecure 

areas, including two districts in São Tomé and all areas in the 

autonomous region of Príncipe (RAP); food assistance is 

provided for school feeding in 35 kindergarten schools and 36 

basic schools (primary and secondary). 

 WFP, FAO and the Brazil foundation (ABC) are preparing the 

annual operative plan for the joint project with the 

Government on Strengthening School Feeding and Nutrition 

Programmes in Africa.    

  
 The Government (Ministry of 

Education) is concerned about the 

short period WFP will stay in the 

country to support PNASE after the 

project is finished. 

 A workshop is planned by the 

Ministry of Education to involve 

and sensitise other government 

entities, and actors working on 

school feeding in the country, to 

accelerate the handover process.  

 WFP is supporting the Government 

with resource mobilisation from 

donors and embassies present in 

Sao Tome.   

   


